study will probably prove to be that while the mission doctors performed innumerable worthwhile services at an individual level, the Gulf regimes did not have to advance too far in their awareness of modern medicine before they came to realize that they would be well advised to look in other directions for models for the professionalization of medicine in their own countries. In July 1992,-the University of Sheffield hosted a major international conference devoted to a detailed examination of the role of the Hartlib circle in promoting the cause of intellectual reform in mid-seventeenth-century England. Of the seventy-two papers presented, eighteen were chosen for inclusion in the present volume, the final selection representing, in the words of the editors, "a series of case studies, each exemplifying work in progress in and around the world of Samuel Hartlib".
The result, particularly to anyone unfamiliar with that world, might appear at first sight awfully confusing and contrived. The concerns of the Hartlib circle were seemingly openended, lacking any coherence according to modern schemes of categorization. But of course, as the editors would no doubt point out, therein lies the crux of the matter, for Hartlib's world was not as yet organized along the lines of compartmentalized modernity. On the contrary, for Hartlib and his contemporaries, alchemy was indistinguishable from chemistry, and the arcane art of cryptology offered untapped potential for those seeking to create an universal language.
Consequently, a brief summary of the contents can do scant justice to the contributors and editors, but it should I hope provide some intimation of the vibrant ecleticism of the Hartlibians. Thus, apart from new insights into familiar Hartlibian topics such as alchemy, astrology and language reform, we are also introduced to such disparate subjects as garden design and philosemitism. Hartlib's chief accomplices, Dury and Comenius, figure prominently, and there are useful discussions of the philosophical and pedagogical roots of pansophism in the schools of central Europe. "Minor" figures such as Benjamin Worsley are rightly restored to a more prominent place in the formulation of public policy in the 1640s and 1650s, whilst the relationship of the Hartlib circle to Ireland, the colonies and the rest of Europe features in many of the papers. Finally, for those still unconvinced by the interconnectedness of such studies, I warmly recommend the editors' introduction which sets out clearly and concisely the central themes and organizing principles behind this book.
If I have a single reservation about this collection of essays, it is its failure to engage with the larger ideological issues and debates which were the subject of Charles Webster's
